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How to Redirect a WordPress.com Blog  

Moving from a WordPress.com blog to your own domain is very easy--if you 

know how.  Problem is, and we recently discovered this while trying to move 

http://blogwell.wordpres s.com to http://blog -well.com , there is very little 

information online telling you how  to do it , and the information that was 

available was confusing or plain wrong. 

As a result we have created this document to help anyone that gets stuck.  Hope 

itôs helpful!  

We have now successfully redirected BlogWell  and are maintaining it ourselves 

on GoDaddy.   Check it out - go to either of the above addresses and you will end 

up at the same place: http://blog -well.com. 

W hy  redirect a WordP ress.com blog to your own domain?    

The main reason anyone would want to redirect their WordPress.com blog to 

their new domain is to ensure links coming in to their original blog are not lost. 

Existing link s to your original  WordPress.com blog will be automatically 

redirected to the new blog, for instance, our post on WordPress for Dummies, 

http://blogwell.wordpress.com/2007/11/2 0/wordpress -for -dummies/  will  now 

be automatically redirected to http://blog -well.com/2007/11/20/wordpress -for -

dummies/   

Also, the RSS 2.0 feed at http://blogwell.wordpress.com/feed  will be 

automatically redirected to http://blog -well.com/feed .   

So you can move the blog's physical location on the Web and allow existing links 

to the old location to be automatically redirected to the new location.  

Old & New Permalinks Style Must Match  

Before proceeding, it is important that the style of the permalinks, the 

permanent links to your posts, of your new blog is set to match the style 

used by WordPress.com. 

If the permalink styles to do match, then your existing WordPress.com blog posts 

will not be automatically redirected to your new blog. 
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WordPress.com uses the day and name permalink style, where the year, month, 

day and name of the post are present in the permanent link.  

Within your new blogôs Dashboard, select Settings, then Permalinks and ensure 

that the ñDay and nameò style of permalinks is selected, and then press ñSave 

Changesò. 

 

How is the redirection done?   

Quite simply really, as Matt Mullenweg explains. 

Before we start, we need to define a few terms, just to help clarify things: 

Term What it means  

Domain name A domain name is a name which identifies a computer 

on the Internet.  For example, wordpress.com, 

google.com and microsoft.com are all examples of well 

known domain names. blog-well.com is also a domain 

name, although not so well known (yet).  

See Wikipedia for more information on domain names . 

Domain host A company that  hosts domains on its own computers, 

and provides 24/ 7 availability, backup and support 

services.   We use GoDaddy to host our blog. 

Nameserver 

(or "name server") 

A nameserver is a machine (server) that stores the 

locations of domain names, and is usually held by your 

host provider   

Also called DNS (Domain Name Server). 

See Wikipedia for more information on nameserver s. 

http://blog-well.com/2008/01/07/open-letter-to-automattic/#comments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domain_name
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name_server
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Steps involved:  

WordPress.com allows its blogs to be redirected to your own self-managed 

domain, for a small fee of $10/year.  This is managed within the WordPress  

administration dashboard, select "Upgrades" and then "Domains".  

 

After you enter your  domain name (e.g. http://blog -well.com) and select "Add 

domain to blog",  you get the following information : 

 

The "possible problem" WordPress.com points out to you is not a really a 

problem at all, so itôs a little tricky to understand .  It actually describes what 

needs to happen: You must let WordPress.com manage the location of your 

domain, which is only temporary , while you setup the redirection .  

Going through the directions that WordPress.com offer, it seems a little 

confusing; donôt worry though, there is a method to their madness. :) 

Only the true owner of the domain has the ability to change who 

manages the location of their domain on the Internet, and as such, 

http://blog-well.com/
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WordPress.com is using as a way to verify that you  are in fact the owner 

of the new domain.  

If this check was not done, then anyone could create a WordPress.com blog and 

then redirect to any domain they like , for instance, you could create 

http://governator. wordpress.com, and then redirect it to official Californian Web 

site http://www.ca.gov . 

Once you have setup your new WordPress blog you will now have two blogs, e.g. 

http://b logwell.wordpress.com (residing at WordPress.com) and 

http://blog -well.com (residing at GoDaddy). 

 

Both blogs function independently of each other, and are in fact two different 

blogs, even if they do contain the same information.  

You need to let your chosen host provider know that you want WordPress.com to 

manage the location of your new domain.  This is done by your host provider. 

(The steps required to do this, if you are using GoDaddy, are at the end of this 

artic le.) 

http://governator.wordpress.com/
http://www.ca.gov/
http://blogwell.wordpress.com/
http://blog-well.com/
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Once you have done this, you have allowed WordPress.com to manage the 

location of your domain name. 

 

We are now in a position to setup the redirection within WordPres.com.  

Return to the Domains section of your administration dashboard of your 

WordPress.com blog and add your new domain (e.g. blog-well.com): 
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Enter your new domain and select "Add domain to blog" and WordPress.com will 

ask for 10 credits: 

 

Select "Buy" and you will be able to setup the redirection : 

 

Your new domain will now be redirected to your WordPress.com blog (e.g. 

http://blog -well.com is redirected to http://blogwell.wordpress.com ).   

 

http://blog-well.com/
http://blogwell.wordpress.com/
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You are now half way there; to complete the redirection you just need to flip it 

around. 

Within the "Domains" section of the WordPress.com dashboard, you need to tell 

WordPress.com that your blog is located at your new domain (e.g. 

http://blog -well.com).  

This is done by selecting "Put blog here" next to your new domain name (e.g. 

http://blog -well.com). 

Once you have done this, it will show that your blog is now located at your new 

domain (e.g. Error! Hype rlink reference not valid. ) and your 

WordPress.com blog (e.g. http://blogwell.wordpress.com ) is being redirected to 

it . 

 

The last thing you need to do is to undo the first thing we did : -), as we no longer 

need WordPress.com managing the location of the new domain.  This is done by 

your host provider. (We have put the necessary steps to do this for GoDaddy at 

the end of this article.) 

http://blog-well.com/
http://blog-well.com/
http://blogwell.wordpress.com/
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Congratulations!  You have now completed the redirection of  your 

WordPress.com blog to your new domain. 
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Changing the Name server s for blog -well.com  using GoDaddy  

The following are the steps required to change the nameservers for a GoDaddy 

hosted domain.  

Once you have logged into GoDaddy and selected "My Account", select "Manage 

Domains" from the "Domain Names" menu:  

 

Select the domain name you want, and then select the "Nameservers" button: 

 

This will display the current nameservers for your domain name.  

 


